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permitted, as before 1888, after the fourth form. Further
impulse was given to a longer period of school attendance by
the 1882 electoral law denying the right of voting to those who
had not been regularly released from their scholastic duties, by
the 1902 law prohibiting child labour under the thirteenth year,
by the manifold rules for examinations in elementary schools,
and by the raising from three to six years of the period of com-
pulsory attendance wherever suitable schools existed, in accord-
ance with the law of 8 July 1904.
The number of illiterate adults, though diminishing as a
consequence of compulsory education, was going down too
slowly. Several communes and other bodies opened evening or
Sunday schools for adults; but not much was to be expected
from the communes, because of financial difficulties. The 1904
law provided for three thousand such schools to be set up by the
State, and boys not accepted on medical or other grounds as
soldiers were to be compelled to attend them; the special law
for the southern provinces of 1906 provided for two thousand
more. The regimental schools which had flourished for some
time were, abolished in 1892, to the great disadvantage of illiter-
ate soldiers; a remedy was found in the provisions of the 1911
law and of the decree of 2 August 1913, according to which
military instruction includes, for those who need them, regular
courses of elementary education.
Private initiative developed on two lines which met with great
success. In 1888 the first Patronato scolastico was founded; it
was a voluntary body grouping private persons and societies and
public organizations with the aim of helping, materially and
morally, the welfare and progress of the elementary schools;
poor children received books, clothes, and meals; and classes in
need of furniture were provided with it. The usefulness of these
Patronati was officially recognized in the decree of 8 April 1897,
their number grew quickly (by 1900 there were already 1,200 of
them), and the subsequent laws of 1904 and 1911 gave them the
character of public bodies subsidiary to the scholastic organiza-
tion in all communes. Other activities of ever-increasing impor-
tance were those connected with the actual teaching and founding
of schools in all places where the State and communes could not
or would not reach. Among many people of initiative one should
remember Giovanni Cena, a writer and poet, who in the first
years of this century started a number of classes for the derelict
population of the Roman Campagna; his example was followed
by other pioneers, among them Angelo Celli and Leopoldo
Franchetti. Their initiative spread more and more, till it was
finally recognized by the Government; in 1919 the Ente Nazionale